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Headmaster's Welcome
Welcome to the latest edition of Highlights, our round-up of the 
Hethersett Old Hall School year. For this edition we look back over 
the 2015-2016 school year and the Autumn Term of 2016. We 
have also introduced a fresh look to the design. Whether you are 
receiving Highlights for the first time or are a regular reader, I hope 
you enjoy this new format.
 
I hope the following pages show what a lively, happy community 
we are, both at work and play.

Stephen Crump
Headmaster

A fine view of the main building from near the tennis courts

Hethersett Old Hall School, Norwich Road, Hethersett NR9 3DW
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September 2015 Highlights

Back to school
The school comes alive again as our pupils return after the summer...

Role-play fun For Years 1 & 2
Years 1 and 2 enjoyed some new role-play equipment thanks to a windfall 
brought about by the talents of the children themselves. Several winning entries 
in the Royal Norfolk Show’s schools art and poetry competitions meant we had 
a total of £250 to spend on this exciting play shop in the Year 1 classroom and 
a similar play café for Year 2. The children learn communication skills and how to 
make money transactions as they play.

Trailblazing Year 6 science workshop
Our school was the first in Norfolk, and one of only sixty in the country, to deliver a 
new concept in science workshops. On a sunny Friday in September, around sixty 
Year 6 pupils and their teachers from local primary schools, as well as our own  
Year 6 class, attended a Gopher Science Lab day at the school.

Funded through grants from the Biochemical Society and Society of Biology, the 
workshop comprised exciting hands-on science activities designed for inquisitive 
primary-aged children, followed by demonstrations from the science teachers.

The experiments were run by Year 10 and Year 12 pupils. The girls took the 
younger pupils through the practical tasks, preparing them to take their new-found 
knowledge back to their own schools to share with the younger ones there.

It was a wonderful day and all the visiting teachers commented on the 
professionalism of our senior school pupils. 

Memories...
In history lessons, Year 1 worked on 
the theme In living memory. Parents 
got involved too, by writing a family 
timeline with their child at home. This 
highlighted lots of special family events 
from the 1940s through to the present 
day. Year 1 pupils also collected 
many artefacts from these times for a 
fascinating classroom display. 

D of E at HOHS! 
In September we 
were delighted to 
meet regional officers 
from the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award 
scheme who came to 
present a very special 
certificate. See pages 20-21 for a 
feature on the Scheme at HOHS. 

Sixth Form 
solve HOHS 
mystery

As part of a team-building 
exercise to welcome the Sixth 
Form, Miss Mann devised a 
mystery for our Years 12 and 13 
to solve together. Based on the 
history of real people connected 
to Hethersett Old Hall in the 
distant past, the girls worked 
in teams to complete physical 
challenges, solve problems and 
research historical figures in order 
to get clues that would help them 
to solve the mystery. They had 
to use their artistic skills, crack 
codes and use mental arithmetic 
to reach the final answer. The 
afternoon ended with a barbecue 
followed by strawberries and 
cream on the lawn. Now that’s 
how to start a term!

At the star
t of the n

ew school ye
ar 

we extended a warm 'welcome 

back' to al
l our day pupils,

 boarders, 

parents a
nd staff – a

nd to our ne
w 

pupils, pa
rents and

 teachers 
too, 

from Nursery to 
Seniors.
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Culture and food on Italy trip
A group of twenty-six girls from Years 8-13 flew to Naples over half term for an 
action-and culture-packed four days. The trip took in a spot of pizza, mozzarella 
and gelato making (not all at once!) as well as visits to Herculaneum, Vesuvius 
and Pompeii, a theatre trip and a beautiful coastal drive to Amalfi.

October 2015 Highlights

Maisie’s prize 
specimen
Year 10’s Maisie 
was awarded the 
Highly Commended 
prize in the Royal 
Society of Biology Nancy Rothwell 
Award for specimen drawing. The 
judges were impressed with the high 
quality of the three hundred entries 
from around the country and said that 
it was a very difficult task to select the 
winners – so well done, Maisie!

House music 
festival
Featuring songs from Disney films 
and with solos, duets, ensembles 
and whole house contributions, our 
annual house music festival was 
a feast for the eyes and ears! The 
three houses, in hot competition, all 
performed beautifully but in the end 
it was Ryder who triumphed for the 
third year running.

ICT suite
Our younger pupils benefit from using 
the same ICT suite as seniors. This 
month, Year 4 were learning about 
programming through Scratch, an 
animation software program. A new ICT 
scheme was introduced last year for 
the Preparatory Department. Entitled 
Switched-On Computing, it includes 
pupil and staff resources for coding and 
focuses strongly on e-safety. 

Evacuating Year 6!
In an inspiring class assembly and with an audience of parents and friends, Year 6 
dressed up as evacuees from World War II to demonstrate what they had learned 
in their historical study of the war. With pillowcase, bag and gas mask in hand, they 
reminded us of the bravery of children sent away from home for their own safety 
during the Blitz. Inside their bag, each child had placed a special possession to 
remind them of home and many well-loved soft toys made their stage debut! The 
children also created a replica of a Morrison shelter in their classroom.

Boarding life
Our boarders enjoy a varied 
programme of activities at 
weekends. On a mild October 
Saturday the girls visited 
Colchester Zoo and came face 
to face with elephants, giraffes, 
orangutangs and more. Everyone 
agreed that a highlight was 
feeding time with the giraffes!

Fundraising 
at HOHS
Year 12 coffee event 
raises over £500
Our Lower Sixth worked very hard 
to make their Macmillan coffee event 
a success – and it was! Thanks to 
the generosity of sponsors and the 
many parents who came to enjoy 
the delicious cakes and sandwiches 
on offer, they raised over £500 for 
this good cause.

Harvest festival 
abundance
Norwich Foodbank were the 
recipients of the generous food 
donations made by our families 
for our Harvest Festival assembly.

Isabel (Year 8) achieved  
two clear rounds in a National  
Schools Equestrian Association (NSEA) 
event this month to place third overall 
in her category and qualify for the 
Regional Final. 

Isabel makes  
regional �nalOctober is always a busy month 

around the schoo
l and this year

 was no 

exception,
 with some notable individual 

successes 
in art and

 sport and
 a host 

of activiti
es including our ho

use music 

festival. O
ur beautiful g

rounds are 

especially 
lovely at t

his time of year 
on 

sunny Autumn days….
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November 2015 Highlights

Fireworks night 
Our HOHS Parents Association 
bonfire and fireworks night was a 
great success, with a huge bonfire 
and a very popular barbecue.  
Mr Crump organised the fireworks 
and hundreds of glo-sticks added 
extra sparkle and colour.

Winners by public vote…
Break charity held a Paint-a-duck competition to raise awareness of their work 
with young people – and our after school craft club members won by popular 
public vote! Here they are with their sparkly blue duck and the certificates they 
were awarded. They also won a large hamper of art and craft materials and a 
cheque for £50.

Blazers 
Our smart uniform reflects our identity 
and high standards. This month we 
introduced brand new, traditional dark 
blue blazers for all pupils except Sixth 
Formers: here is Sophia modelling 
one for us, with her mother.

High Schools 
choir festival 
Twenty members of our Senior 
Choir took part in the 2015 
High Schools’ Choir Festival 
at St Andrew's Hall in Norwich 
this month. They spent the day 
learning seven pieces, from 
Happy by Pharrell Williams to 
an unaccompanied 16th century 
piece in Latin by Thomas Tallis, to 
perform at a well-received concert 
in the evening.

Music and mince 
pies for a winter 
evening
Our winter concert was much enjoyed 
and praised by the large audience of 
parents and friends who came to see 
the varied performances by our Senior 
Choir, Upper Prep Choir, orchestra, 
rock band and soloists. The mulled 
wine and mince pies afterwards were 
popular, too!

Years 4 and 5 at 
West Stow Village 

Monday washday for Year 1
Floral pinnies, tin baths, carbolic soap and a copper posser were amongst the 
interesting artefacts in the Year 1 class this term as the children learned about 
domestic life in the past. With everything they needed to re-enact washday – 
always on a Monday in the 1930s and 1940s – they got busy on some dirty linen!

Shoeboxes on their way
Our school gets involved in many 
charity activities. Towards the end 
of November, these beautifully-filled 
and wrapped shoeboxes were 
brought in by our Prep families, 
ready to be sent to needy children 
who get a real boost from these 
special presents. Children in Need 
is also in November and, through a 
variety of fun activities around the 
school, we raised over £320.

Christmas market 
extravaganza!
The cold, wet weather did not put off 
the many families who came to the 
HOHS Christmas market towards 
the end of the month. With over sixty 
stalls, plus a raffle, food, cakes and real 
reindeer – as well as Father Christmas 
in his grotto, of course – this was a 
major event in our Parents’ Association 
calendar and raised £3,500.

Year 4 had an enjoyable Anglo-
Saxon-themed day at West Stow, 
handling artefacts and exploring 
the recreated village. Dressed in 
Anglo-Saxon cloaks, they were 
put to work as Anglo-Saxon 
children and learned how the 
clothes were made. 

Meanwhile, Year 5 had a stone-
age day at the same venue, 
supporting their work on our 
distant ancestors. 

November brings 

firework-lit 
nights a

nd 

misty, damp days…. and 

we had both at H
OHS!
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December 2015 Highlights

Celebrating Christingle 
The Preparatory Department held their annual Christingle service at St 
Remigius. We were delighted that so many parents and families joined us for 
this happy, festive occasion.

Austen triumph 
in quiz trophy – 
again!
The three teams buzzed their way 
through two hundred national, 
international and school-related 
teasers in an exciting house quiz 
on the last day of term. Austen 
were the eventual winners – 
triumphant for the fifteenth time in 
the twenty-eight years since the 
quiz was introduced! 

The Nativity and 
Nutcracker 
Our Lower Prep and Prep pupils made us 
– and their families – very proud when they 
performed their beautiful nativity and The 
Nutcracker in The Barn.

December… Christmas excitement 
builds and a host of seasonal 
activities make the school feel 
extra special at this time of 
year…but there’s still plenty of 
learning going on, too!

The Snow Ball 2015
The Senior School girls looked dazzling at our annual Snow Ball 
in the Barn, transformed for the event into a Victorian-themed 
Christmas scene. 
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January 2016 Highlights

Although w
e are hal

f way 

through t
he school

 year, 

January 
always feels 

like a fre
sh 

beginning 
as we start th

e new 

term with renew
ed energy a

nd 

look forw
ard to spring

. Even at 

this time of year
, our gro

unds 

are beautiful. 

Colour coming 
for Year 1 
Year 1 were busy planting amaryllis 
bulbs to brighten their classroom later 
in the term. They had been learning all 
about how plants feed and grow. 

A sporting new year 
This term’s sporting events included 
successful fixtures in cross country, 
badminton, and netball for all ages. 
Here (right) is the Under 15 netball 
team just after a convincing victory 
over Open Academy.

Year 9 Bronze CREST 
A solar-propelled suit to take you round the world in a week… a surfboard 
that works without waves…a luscious chocolate lip salve …these were just 
some of the projects our Year 9 pupils chose to explore for their Bronze 
CREST awards, involving hours of individual and team research and 
practical work. 

Chess club gears up for UK 
challenge 
Miss Hopwood’s popular Chess 
Club signed up to the seven-round 
Delancey UK Schools’ Chess 
Challenge 2016 – a competition 
which last year saw 48,200 children 
from 1400 schools and clubs take 
part. The children, in Years 3-6,  
took part in matches within the school’s club to earn points leading to 
badges, mascots and other prizes. See page 22 for our top players!

New ‘Gappies’ 
join us 
At the beginning of term we 
welcomed three new gap year tutors 
from Australia and New Zealand: 
Kirby Moore, Claire Robertson and 
Jess McKee. The girls quickly settled 
into school life to become highly-
valued members of our team.

Boarding 
life…
The start of a new term means a whole 
new programme of trips and activities 
for the boarders. They started the term 
with a trip to a local bowling alley. The 
girls were very excited to welcome two 
eight-week-old baby guinea pigs this 
month, too! 

Exciting times 
for the Sixth
All our Year 13 girls, some of whom 
are pictured here, sent their university 
applications in well before the January 
UCAS deadline, thanks to guidance 
and encouragement from Mrs Grove, 
Mrs Collin and Mr Crump – and the 
Sixth Form common room was buzzing 
as new offers appeared daily in a wide 
range of subject areas, from geography 
to interior architecture and design, 
theatrical make-up, chemistry, business 
and marketing. 

Musical notes…
Music is an important part of 
school life at HOHS. A generous 
legacy from former music teacher 
Susannah Baker was used in part 
to purchase a set of high-quality 
musical chimes which can be 
enjoyed by pupils of all ages

Meanwhile (far right), Year 2 enjoyed 
their recorder lessons. 

Later in the month, a group of pupils 
in Years 1 and 2 travelled to the UEA 
Sports Park Gymnastics Centre for 
an inter-school gymnastics festival 
(left).
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PUPILSUCCESS
Emily, Year 12, was selected to attend a Young 
Achievers’ Reception at Buckingham Palace in 
recognition of her outstanding work within  
St John Ambulance. The reception was hosted 
by the Princess Royal, patron of the leading 
first aid charity and celebrated the individual 
achievements and hard work of around seventy 
young people 
from around the 
country.

Following her success in October (see page 
7), Isabel (Issy), Year 8, represented the 
school at a NSEA Inter-Schools Dressage 
event. The event, with over twenty-five 
individual competitors from nine participating 
schools, took place at Anvil Park Stud in 
Larling. Issy, on Traymoor Spice, achieved fifth 
place in the Intro B class. 

February 2016 Highlights

Swimming 
along nicely!
After undergoing repairs, our pool 
reopened this month, much to the 
delight of all our swimmers! 

Filming at HOHS
Former HOHS pupil Winnie Ngai, now working as a 
freelance film-maker, was in school recording some 
scenes and voiceovers for our new promotional video, 
which is now available to view on our website.

February was another busy, productive month throughout the school, with individual successes to report as well as some activities with an international flavour…

Budding 
ballerinas
Our Nursery pupils love their ballet 
classes – here are some of them 
getting ready for Miss Doughty. We 
think they show great poise and 
balance for such young dancers! 

Here be dragons!
Years 1 and 2 spent a fascinating day 
at the Sainsbury Centre for Visual 
Arts, learning about the exhibits 
including ancient Chinese sculptures. 
In the afternoon, they took part in 
a workshop, led by an SCVA artist, 
using boxes and mixed materials to 
create some amazing Chinese dragon 
head sculptures of their own. 

Chinese 
New Year
To celebrate the beginning of 
Chinese New Year, Jessica and 
Beatrix in our Reception class 
wore beautiful traditional Chinese 
dress to school on 8th February 
and distributed traditional red 
packets to bring good luck to all 
their classmates. 

Petit dejeuner, s’il vous plait! 
Year 5 pupils increased their French vocabulary by learning the food items found 
on the table for ‘petit dejeuner’. Here they are putting their knowledge to a tasty 
test, using the French phrases and vocabulary in conversation to ask for what 
they would like to eat and drink, and to describe their likes and dislikes. 

Gymnasts at 
UEA 
After winning our area heat, 
our Phase 2 pupils were at the 
Sportspark representing the 
Norwich Division of the Norfolk 
School Games. There were fifteen 
teams from around the region, and 
it was very close!

PUPIL SUCCESS
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March 2016 Highlights

Easter fun and learning 
As well as having tremendous fun with Easter egg hunts, egg-rolling and Easter 
craft activities, our Reception pupils also learned about the story, customs and 
traditions of Easter. In the picture 
below the Year 1 children are all 
holding something that is a symbol of 
this important festival in the Christian 
calendar. 

What have a 
prosthetic leg for 
a dog, a ski jacket 
and horror make-
up got in common?
The answer is they are among the 
topics independently researched 
by Year 13 girls undertaking their 
Extended Project Qualification. 
In March the girls gave individual 
presentations on their chosen 
topic, showcasing their hard work 
and research, and answering 
questions from their audience of 
staff and pupils. 

Charlotte is elected to 
Youth Parliament

Charlotte Snell, in Year 10, was 
elected to the national Youth 
Parliament, representing Norwich 
North. Her role will involve regular 
meetings at County Hall with eight 
other YP members from across 
Norfolk, as well as campaigning 
at a national level on issues that 
are important to young people. 
Here she is explaining her role in 
Assembly.

A tree for Mary
Pupils and staff gathered in our orchard for the dedication of an apple tree in 
memory of Reverend Mary Kerslake, who died suddenly in September 2015.  
Mr Crump, describing Mary’s work with the school, said, “She will be greatly 
missed at assemblies and events such as our Christingle service, and 
remembered with great affection”. The apple tree, a Harling Hero, is one of ten 
local heritage fruit trees planted this month in our historic orchard as part of a 
renovation programme.

St Patrick’s Day
Pupils in our Nursery learned about 
Irish traditions on St Patrick’s Day and 
enjoyed some special party bags – 
green, of course - brought in by two 
of their classmates, Noah and Lottie, 
who come from Ireland. 

Senior production is a triumph

Sport Relief Mile
Many of our pupils took part in the Sport Relief Mile, around our cross-country 
track, many in fancy dress. 

Upper Prep 
music festival
Upper Prep pupils gave a marvellously 
varied programme to an audience 
of pupils, parents and staff towards 
the end of term. There were solo, 
duo and group performances from 
classical, popular and theatrical 
genres and with a range of voices and 
instruments. 

Our senior production, Cindy Fellaless, was staged at Norwich’s Puppet Theatre. 
Devised by Mrs Richards as a pantomime within a play, there were many humorous 
moments and one-liners galore! The cast really rose to the occasion and gave 
excellent individual performances, providing an evening of good fun for all the family. 

Mothering Sunday
Pupils from Year 3 created these 
lovely cards and jars for their 
flower arrangements for Mothering 
Sunday.

March saw
 much individual 

and team sporting 
success (s

ee 

pages 18-
19) as well as our

 

excellent 
senior pro

duction an
d 

many other
 activities

 …. 

PUPIL SUCCESSPUPIL SUCCESS
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Sports images from HOHS 2015-16 Focus
Feature

For a small school, HOHS punches above its weight in sport, with excellent facilities including a huge, well-maintained 
sports field, tennis courts, modern purpose-built sports hall and swimming pool. 

Badminton, rounders, cross-country, field and track events, hockey, netball, tennis, gymnastics, rugby and 
swimming… all of these are on the PE curriculum and there are numerous other sports and activities pupils can try. 

Teams compete against other schools in regular fixtures and some of this year’s highlights are shown on this page and 
in the monthly records throughout Highlights. We also take great pride in individual pupil success out of school.

Sports Day images – July 2016

Lower Prep

Senior

Upper Prep

• U12 badminton team 
winning in their age group 
in the Norfolk Schools 
competition. Congratulations 
to Harriet, Mia, Emily and 
Imogen (Year 7) and Anna, 
Annie and Cristina (Year 6).

• U14 badminton team were 
also county champions. Well 
done Amy, Alice, Isabelle, 
Sophie, Hannah and 
Rebekah.

• U15 rounders team were 
runners-up in school league. 
Well done Isabel, Mia, Alice, 
Emily, Ria, Philippa, Aisling, 
Amy and Hannah.

• An excellent season of 
hockey at all age groups. 
Our U11 team is pictured 
here after beating Norwich 
Girls’ High School in 
December.

• Sophie B (Year 8) left and 
Ella K (right) represented 
Norfolk in their age group for 
hockey.

• Wins in all age groups in 
netball. Here are the U16s 
after a 13-7 win against 
Notre Dame High School.

Some notable successes include:
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First aid skills are an essential element  
of the awards.

Silver and Bronze 
D of E groups 
preparing for their 
first day's practice. 
They all worked 
extremely hard 
practising their 
navigation skills.

Four past pupils at 
St James’ Palace

in London to collect 
their Gold awards.

Silver D of E 
group on their 
three-day practice 
expedition. During 
their time away, the 
girls also practised 
tent assembly, 
navigation and  
first aid skills.

The Duke of Edinburgh's      Award Scheme 2015-16

Fourteen years of 
D of E success at 
HOHS
In the fourteen years up to 2016, 
406 girls from HOHS have 
achieved Bronze, Silver and Gold 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards, with 
101 gaining the Gold award.

These are rigorous awards involving 
a variety of tough challenges and 
are valuable additions to girls’ CVs 
and UCAS applications.

Mrs Grove and other members of 
staff work tirelessly to make this a 
really rewarding part of the senior 
girls’experience at HOHS. Here is 
a small selection of photos from 
2015-2016.

HOHS achieves 
'Directly Licensed 
Centre' status
Regional officers from the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award scheme 
presented Mrs Grove with a 
certificate in September to mark 
HOHS's newly-acquired status as 
a Directly Licensed Centre for the 
scheme. We were the first school 
in Norfolk to achieve this honour 
and can now organise, assess and 
present awards from start to finish. 
Our record of high achievement in 
Bronze, Silver and Gold awards is 
testament to the hard work of Mrs 
Grove, Miss Mann, Mr Johnston 
and the girls who take part.

Focus
Feature

The 2016 Gold D of E girls set off to 
the Brecon Beacons to start their 
four-day walk.

Hannah and Alice at the Palace!
In May, two of our former sixth formers, Hannah Bacon and Alice Handley-
Howorth, had an exciting day at Buckingham Palace where they received 
their Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Awards. The girls, who left our Upper Sixth 
the previous summer, were selected from the HOHS girls who gained their 
Gold awards this year to attend the event, together with their parents and 
Mrs Grove and Mr Crump. They were among more than a thousand young 
people who were presented with their awards by sixty celebrities including 
Anna Friel, Ben Cohen, Ronan Keating and Anton du Beke, who had all 
been drafted in to help Prince Philip and the Earl and Countess of Wessex 
hand out badges and certificates. The event was the largest ever held for 
the award scheme, which was celebrating its sixtieth anniversary.
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April 2016 Highlights

Colourful 
cushions
Year 8 had fun 
experimenting with 
a variety of textile 
techniques, creating 
their own beautiful 
cushion cover 
designs. Aren’t they 
colourful!

Year 6 in the rainforest
Year 6 worked really hard and produced some beautiful work on rainforests over 
the Easter break. They could choose from four tasks: a rainforest diorama in a 
box, a model of a rainforest home, a decorated Kayapo headdress, or a short 
presentation of facts about the Kayapo people of the Amazon. 

Amnesty Youth Awards
We were thrilled when Mia and 
Grace (Year 10), were BOTH 
selected as finalists in the young 
journalist category of the prestigious 
Amnesty International Youth Awards. 
The girls had an exciting day in 
London to look forward to, with a 
visit to The Observer’s offices before 
lunch, followed by the awards 
ceremony at Amnesty ’s headquarters in the afternoon. With just three 
finalists in each category, it is a huge achievement to have two pupils from 
our school reach this stage. Our congratulations also went to Ella (also Year 
10) who was among the ten shortlisted in the preliminary judging round, too.

Badminton
Amy (Year 9), (pictured far left), 
qualified for the Badminton England 
National Championships for her 
age group (U15), taking the Bronze 
medal in the doubles and beating 
some notable national squad 
players on the way. 

Tennis
Sisters Hannah (Year 9) and 
Rebekah (Year 8) put in excellent 
performances at the Easter 
Challenger 16 and Under Doubles 
Tournament at East Anglia Tennis 
and Squash Club. They were the 
youngest pair in the tournament and 
did very well, coming fourth overall.

Gymnastics
Lucy (Year 8) performed in the Norfolk 
Grades Championships (part of the British 
Gymnastics Women’s Artistic National 
Development Plan) and was placed fourth 
all around in her class (age 12+, grade 5), 
gaining a commendation pass and a place in 
the Eastern Counties Regional Final in May.

Myth-busting for Sixth Formers
A group of our Sixth 
Form girls participated 
in a dynamic workshop 
from the Norwich-based 
Matthew Project as 
part of their enrichment 
programme. The 
workshop explored 
drug and alcohol issues, 
focusing on dispelling 
myths and giving the 
girls plenty of interesting 
statistics and insights. 

Night of the 
Notables
A variety of famous folk, both historical 
and contemporary, rubbed shoulders 
in The Barn when our Year 9 girls held 
their annual Night of the Notables.

Each pupil had chosen and researched 
a notable person from history or the 
present day and impersonated them 
for the evening so that visitors could 
learn all about their lives. 

Trying Tri-golf

Nine of our  
Years 3 and 4  
pupils took  
part in a tri-golf competition on a 
chilly day this month. All the boys 
and girls enjoyed the challenge of 
chipping and putting the golf ball 
in various ways to score points.

James is chess 
champion
School chess champion in the  
run-up to the Delancey Mega-Final  
was James (Year 6) – and  
Mr Peace presented him with 
the trophy in assembly. George 
(U10 winner), Maxim (U9 winner), 
Warwick, Fleur, Anna and Ellie also 
received certificates. 

Creative endeavours and a host of individual pupil achievements made this month particularly noteworthy.

PUPILSUCCESSPUPIL SUCCESS
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May 2016 Highlights

Rounders 
Rounders was on the agenda this 
term...and here is the U13A team 
just after putting in an accomplished 
performance to beat Langley School 
211/2 to 12. The same week, our U15 
team beat Ormiston Victory Academy 
26 to 81/2.

Ella (Year 10), 
was selected to 
play in the U15 
Norfolk hockey 
squad and on 
Sunday 8th May 
travelled to St 
Albans Hockey 

Club in Hertfordshire to compete 
in the Regional JAC hockey finals 
with her team from Dragons 
Hockey Club in Norwich.

Meanwhile, Sophie B (Year 8)  
represented the county at the 
East Region 
Junior Academy 
Under 13s 
Hockey 
Festival held 
in Redbridge, 
Essex, winning 
the title after a 
nail-bitingly close contest against 
the other counties. Sophie plays 
for the development team at 
Dragons Hockey Club. 

Our Years 7-10 athletics team 
enjoyed plenty of individual 
successes in the South East 
Area Athletics Championships 
at UEA this month with notable 
achievements including second 
places in 100-metre final (Izzy H), 
discus (Philippa H) and long jump 
(Ria S), and third places in javelin 
(Amy H) and shot putt (Sophie B).

Farewell to Year 11...
Our Year 11 pupils began their study leave in the run-up to GCSE exams. As 
tradition has it, their last day in classes was marked with a special buffet lunch 
with the staff – and the chance to defy our usual uniform rules!

Senior School 
recital
The Senior School musicians 
entertained an appreciative 
audience with a varied 
programme that ranged from 
orchestral classics to songs 
by Ed Sheeran.

Amy H (Year 9) did it again with 
her badminton 
this month, 
travelling to 
Perry Barr for 
the Warwickshire 
U16 Open where 
she won gold 
medals in both the mixed AND 
the doubles competitions!

Amazing 
Amazona!
Years 1 and 2 joined with Year 6 
for a great visit to Amazona Zoo in 
Cromer. The joint trip took place 
to support the Phase 2 topic of 
animals and their habitats and the 
Year 6 rainforest topic.

Fete Fun!
The wind may have been chilly but there 
was warm laughter and fun at HOHS for our 
Alice-in-Wonderland-themed fete on 14th 
May, organised by our hard-working Parents' 
Association, and the school staff and pupils. 

As the weather ge
ts warmer, 

more activ
ities are 

focused on 

the outdoors... not
 least for

 our 

fabulous sum
mer fete

...and to Year 13
Our Year 13 leavers held a farewell picnic lunch and invited staff and Year 12 along 
to join in. The theme for the day was ‘Hippies’ and all the girls, and some of the 
staff, found their inner flower power!

PUPIL SUCCESSPUPIL SUCCESS
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June 2016 Highlights

Olympian 
visitor
Olympic silver medallist Phil Brown 
visited us this month to talk about 
the Duke of Edinburgh’s Diamond 
Challenge. Mr Brown spoke about his 
Olympic experiences in an assembly 
and then visited classes so that 
everyone could ask him questions and 
see his medal. Here he is pictured with 
the top athletes in each year and the 
pupils who broke records this year.

Pond-dipping
With lovely warm weather, there are 
plenty of opportunities for outdoor 
learning in our wonderful grounds. 
Here Year 1 were doing a spot of 
pond-dipping.

Scintillating Cinderella!
Families and friends were treated to a spectacular evening’s entertainment by 
our Preparatory Department who sang, danced and acted their way through 
Roald Dahl’s Cinderella, leaving the 
audience delighted!

Sports day
Sports Day is a favourite milestone in our school year 
with everyone from Nursery pupils to Seniors taking 
part in fierce competition to win points for their House. 
This year, Fry were overall 
winners, with Austen 
coming in second place 
– and many records were 
broken on both track and 
field. Pictures of Sports 
Day appear on page 19.

Warwick, (Year 6), attended a 
gymnastics competition at UEA at 
the end of the month, competing 
in a number of different disciplines 
and winning gold medals for the 
bars, parallel bars and vault in the 
11 – 13 age group. He also won 
the trophy for the highest overall 
score in his age group. 

HOHS athletics winners 
at UEA
Pupils from Years 3-6 had a 
wonderful day at the UEA Sports 
Park, competing in the Norwich 
School Sports Partnership 
athletics competition. Notable 
performances came from 
Alexander, who won the Year 4  
Boys’ Sprint race, Warwick who 
achieved top place in the  
Year 6 Boys’ Sprint race and Anna 
and Romily who both made the 
finals for their sprint races. 

June sees
 Sports Day  

(see page
 15) and the Royal 

Norfolk Show showcasing ou
r 

pupils’ va
rious tale

nts, with 

prizes won and records broken…

Open Studios
This year, for the first time, we 
opened our art studio as part of 
the Norfolk and Norwich Open 
Studios event to showcase some 
of the inspiring A Level and GCSE 
work by our girls. 

Nursery dinosaurs
Class assemblies are always fun and 
special, and this term’s dinosaur-
themed offering from our Nursery 
pupils was no exception. The children 
performed beautifully and showed us 
how much they had learned about 
dinosaurs in their class topic work. 

Maths challenge
Years 7 and 8 took part in the 
United Kingdom Mathematics Trust 
Mathematics Challenge. The girls were 
given twenty-five challenging questions 
to solve in an hour and the papers 
were marked by Leeds University, 
alongside those from many other 
pupils from around the country. 

Norfolk Show winners…again!
The creativity of HOHS pupils across the school won recognition yet again at the 
Royal Norfolk Show as, for the third year running, we took the overall winner’s place 
in the creative writing competitions for Years 7, 8 and 9 (winner – Bronte in Year 9) 
as well as winning in the section for Years 1 and 2 (winner – Lucia in year 1). We 
also gained two ‘Highly Commended’ awards (for Alexander in Year 4 and Molly in 
Year 9) whilst Amelia in Year 6 was runner-up in the section for Years 5 and 6.

In the art competitions, Felicity in Year 1 
was the star as the overall winner of the 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 category, 
with Lucas in Year 1 and Madeleine in  
Year 3 both being Highly Commended. 
Bronte and Felicity are pictured here.

PUPIL SUCCESSPUPIL SUCCESS
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July 2016 Highlights August 2016 Highlights

Enchanting 
Summer Ball
Pupils, teachers, parents and friends celebrated the end 
of term in a delightful enchanted woodland-themed setting 
for our Leavers' Ball. The evening, organised by our Head 
and Deputy Head girls Alex and Emily, with help from the 
rest of the Sixth Form and members of staff, included a sit-
down meal followed by dancing through the evening. It was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all the glamorous guests! 

Further images of the Enchanted Woodland Summer Ball can be found on the back cover.

Speech Day
Pupils, staff, Governors, parents and friends came together to celebrate some of the many successes of our pupils on 
Speech Day, which marked the end of yet another busy school year. It was a wonderful event and the sun shone all day,
making the garden picnic a special delight. More images from this landmark day are on pages 30-31.

Year 6 Campout
In the penultimate week of term, Year 6 enjoyed their 
annual ‘camp out’ at the end of term to celebrate their 
final week in the Prep School.

GCSE results

A Level results
With a pass rate of nearly 100% and over 60% of  
A Levels attaining the top grades, Mr Crump said “Training 
for the clergy, make-up for the film industry, songwriting, 
astrophysics, interior design – just some of the higher 
education paths chosen by sixth formers at HOHS in 
another successful year for the school’s leavers. With most 
of the students having a D of E Gold Award under their belt 
as well as good A Level results, they are well positioned to 
impress their universities and future employers with skills 
that go beyond the academic."

We are delighted to report that, once again, all our Year 13 
girls gained a place at their first choice of university! 

Over the summer holidays, once more we had reasons to celebrate the exam success of our pupils.

With 60% of GCSEs meriting grades A*- B, we were 
proud of our girls' achievements. The percentage of 
pupils achieving the key measure of GCSEs in English and 
mathematics increased from 81% last year to 85% this year. 

Youngest-ever GCSE
This year, we had our 
youngest ever GCSE 
candidate, Rosamaria in  
Year 8. She achieved a 
splendid A grade in her 
German GCSE – three years 
before most pupils take these 
exams! Rosamaria, who is 
not a native German speaker, 
studied German after school 
with Mrs Boar.

HOHS Exam success
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HOHS Speech Day July 2016 Focus
Feature

Prizes were presented by pioneering environmental activist Jennifer Lonsdale, OBE
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Friday tea 
and chat

September 2016 Highlights

Sixth Form team-building
As part of a team-building exercise to welcome back the Sixth Form, Miss Mann 
devised an enjoyable challenge for our Years 12 and 13 girls to solve. Working 
in teams and using a QR Scanner to reveal cunning clues hidden all around the 
school, it was a race to see which team could complete the challenge in the 
fastest time. A tasty barbecue completed the day.

Amy H 
(Year 10), 
reached the 
Badminton 
England 
U19 national 
finals.

Our star 
footballer 
Harriet C 
(Year 8) was 
recruited 
to the 
Community 
Sports 
Foundation 
Girls’ U14 

Player Development Programme. 
Under the auspices of Norwich 
City Football Club, the elite 
programme will give her top-
quality, specialist coaching and 
tournament experiences.

Plenty of parents took advantage 
of the opportunity to linger for 
a cup of tea after school on 
Fridays, with the children enjoying 
some extra playtime in the lovely 
gardens and warm sunshine!

Hockey
The U15 team had a fantastic start to 
their season with a 1-0 win away to 
Wymondham College.

Art and cra¥s in 
the Preparatory 
Department 
Year 2 started an art unit on nature 
sculptures, collecting natural objects 
from the woods and using them to 
make marks in clay with excellent 
results.

Meanwhile, on a very warm 
September day, Year 6 took to the 
school grounds to be artistically 
inspired. Under the shade of the 
trees, the pupils learned how to blend 
and use pastels and try their hand 
at creating early autumn landscape 
scenes showing shadows and light.

Preserving our 
historic building
Major renovation work began on the 
roof and front façade of our historic 
main school building to restore it to 
its former glory and preserve it for the 
future. 

Green Plan-IT
Art Club members from Year 9 took on an exciting green-fingered challenge 
for ten weeks from September. As part of a national challenge supported by 
the Royal Horticultural Society, they designed a new green space for a corner 
of our school grounds and would later present their ideas and a 3D model for 
assessment by the Green Plan It organisers.

At the beginning 
of a very

 

warm September, we began 

another b
usy, prod

uctive an
d 

exciting 
school ye

ar. 

Nursery 
adventures

For our newest Nursery pupils, 
exploring the woods and play fort 
with their friends at the beginning of 
term was just the first of many adventures there!

PUPIL SUCCESSPUPIL SUCCESS
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October 2016 Highlights
Sixth Form raise nearly 
£600 for Macmillan
Our Sixth Form girls worked hard 
organising and promoting their 
Macmillan coffee event and their efforts 
certainly paid off! Thanks to the many 
parents, grandparents, pupils and staff 
who enjoyed the cakes and bakes, 
entered the Best Bake competition 
and bought raffle tickets, a whopping 
£588 was raised for the charity.

Boarding life
Our boarders enjoy a varied 
programme of weekend events: 
here they are kayaking at Eaton 
Vale activity centre.

Amy (Year 
10) became 
the youngest 
player to 
win the 
Badminton 
England 
Senior 
Singles 

Norfolk championships, beating 
off fierce competition from older 
players aged up to their mid 
twenties (including her own older 
sister in the semi finals – “that was 
horrible, but she took it well!," said 
Amy).   

Caitlin 
(Year 4) is 
a very good 
swimmer 
and has won 
many medals 
in competition 
for the City 
of Norwich 

Swimming Club; this month 
she achieved the gold medal 
in  50-metre butterfly, freestyle, 
breaststroke and backstroke 
events. 

The renova
tion work conti

nued 

on our G
rade II liste

d building, 

the view enhance
d one October 

morning by this stu
nning double 

rainbow. 

A term of 
hockey wins
We had a fantastic half term of 
hockey – playing fourteen matches 
with nine wins.

An Icelandic saga,  
HOHS-style

Twenty-two girls and four 
members of staff enjoyed a 
very exciting trip to Iceland 
during October half term. 

HOHS  
Harvest Express
Thanks to generous donations from 
our families, we were able to make 
a substantial donation to Norwich 
Foodbank following our Harvest 
Festival assembly…but not before the 
Sixth Formers and Miss Mann had 
made an impressive train sculpture 
with them! The ‘Hethersett Harvest 
Express’, complete with steam engine 
and two trucks, sat in the courtyard 
for all to admire until the items 
were bagged and collected by the 
Foodbank’s manager.

Reception  
bake-off
After reading the story of the Little Red 
Hen who grew grain, harvested it and 
made bread, our Reception pupils got 
busy (and messy!) themselves, making 
dough and then kneading and baking it 
into bread rolls. They all concentrated 
very well and showed how good they 
are following Mrs Jones’ instructions.

Touring our 
Fine City
Year 13 travel and tourism students 
Anna and Olivia researched and 
organised a very professional 
guided tour of Norwich for the 
rest of the Sixth Form as part of 
their A Level project work. The trip 
took in a host of local and cultural 
sights and included an informative 
commentary as they bussed 
around the city.

Stripy and dotty 
Nursery
Our Nursery pupils had been talking 
about patterns, and how they can 
repeat. They chose their two favourite 
colours and painted these lovely 
t-shirts. Some children chose to make 
their t-shirt stripy and some liked 
spots better!

Years 3 & 4 at the 
Synagogue
Years 3 and 4 had been learning 
about Judaism and went to Norwich 
Synagogue to find out more  
about it. 

PUPIL SUCCESSPUPIL SUCCESS
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Our Nursery pupils also created some  
lovely fireworks of their own!

November 2016 Highlights

Three of our 
Prep pupils 
took part 
in a Junior 
Taekwondo 
competition 
at UEA and 
came away 

with a haul of medals between 
them. Poppy (Year 6) took the 
Gold for Patterns and the Silver 
for Sparring; Adam (Year 3) 
scooped Silvers in both Patterns 
and Sparring in his category and 
Sarah (Year 9) also won Silver for 
Patterns.

Alex S (Year 5) 
competed in the 
Sportshall 2016 
League Competition 
at UEA against 
children from clubs 
across Norfolk and 
Suffolk. He achieved first place in 
the individual 2-lap hurdles, relay 
and paarlauf, helping his club’s 
team to scoop the Boys’ Under 11 
trophy and plate. 

Autumn glory in reception 
Both Reception and Year 1 presented 
excellent class assemblies this month 
to appreciative families, friends and 
fellow pupils. Reception’s theme 
was autumn changes, while Year 1 
focused on nocturnal animals. 

Over £350 raised for  
Children in Need

Our activities for Children in Need, including some very dotty faces and 
the popular ramble round our beautiful sixteen acres at HOHS, raised a 
very creditable £367.40.

A musical 
feast 
Parents, pupils and staff enjoyed an 
evening of the school’s musical talent 
at the Winter Concert in the Barn, 
followed by mince pies and mulled 
wine.

The audience was treated to a 
varied and lively programme with 
solo instrumental and singing 
performances, duos and groups as 
well as both Prep and Senior choirs 
and our orchestra.

Alice fantasy for 
GCSE drama 
Our GCSE drama students in Year 
11 presented their devised thematic 
GCSE exam piece -  a moodily-
lit fantasy inspired by Alice in 
Wonderland and with a haunting 
musical accompaniment. 

Dragon’s Den at HOHS 
Miss Hopwood set the children in Year 5 a task to come up with a whacky 
invention to pitch to the class of ‘dragons’ and persuade them to invest. From 
Maisy’s Magical Edible Pillow to Sam’s Fish and Chip Underwater Mask 
and a host of other imaginative products, the children rose to the occasion – 
and plenty of Monopoly money was invested!

London’s 
burning…
Year 2 pupils showcased their 
considerable knowledge about the 
Great Fire of London in an excellent 
class assembly.

Cra¥ing and 
reindeer
The last Saturday of the month 
saw lots of smiles and fun as 
families came together in The 
Barn to do some Christmas-
themed crafting together and chat 
to Father Christmas. Meanwhile, 
outside, two of his reindeer were 
ready to show us how much they 
like carrots!

PUPIL SUCCESSPUPIL SUCCESS

Once again
, November herald

s 

chilly days and welcome 

bonfires …
and our PA 

firework party
 was a hug

e 

success w
ith the m

any families 

and friends who attend
ed. 
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On the last day of term we were  
treated to the annual Sixth Form panto, written, 
performed and directed by our Year 12 and 13 girls. 

No school uniform on 
the last day of term, with 
everyone getting into the 
Christmas spirit! 

Our Lower Prep 
Nativity and Jolly 
Christmas Postman 
production was a 
delight for all the 
parents and  
friends who  
came to see it.

December 2016 Highlights

The ‘House Shout’ is a 
fiercely-contested and 
popular event. 

On the last night of 
term our boarders 
gathered in the hall with 
the log fire glowing to 
sing carols and enjoy 
some tasty treats. 

The Snow Ball 2016

Lower Prep pupils each made 
a Christingle in preparation 
for our special service.December is full 

of 

fun activ
ities with

many trad
itions enj

oyed 

every yea
r and througho

ut 

the schoo
l…here is a 

pictorial 

record of some of them
 

from 2016… 



Enchanted Woodland Summer Ball


